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(3) There is good reason to believe that continued examinations aloni this line will be able to demonstrate an increased tendency to malignant diseases as a whole among partners of monozygotic twins with cancer, but if we are to evaluate inheritance for cancers of single site we can only hope to achieve this by cancer registration covering a longer period. Dividing the patients into groups according to whether they gave any family history of cancer, a history of cancer of the breast or no such family history, and distributing them according to their age at time of diagnosis we were unable to confirm Jacobsen's (1946) finding that the age of onset of the disease was lower in those with cancer in the family (Fig. 1) A preliminary analysis of our data suggests that there is a significantly high death-rate from cancer of the breast in the families of patients with that disease, but no higher death-rate from other forms of cancer than would be expected in the general population. We find no evidence that cancer of the breast tends to develop earlier in patients whose relations are known to have suffered from the disease.
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